
       

 
 

      
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

    
 

      
 

 
         

      
 

 
       

                
       

              
              

      
   

            
     

     
    

 
 

            
 

 
         

         
 

 
          

           
 

 
          

 
 

 
 

           
        

 
 

            
           

          
  

 
           

           
 

 

June 2, 2020 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday, 
June 2, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 33 Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ 

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning, 
O’Leary 

Members Absent None 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public 
Law 1975, Chapter 231. 

Minutes - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to accept and place on file the minutes 
of May 19, 2020. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, 
O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Tax Collector - For May 2020 
Tax Searches $10.00 
O/S Liens $118,062.99 
Lieu of Tax $475.04 
Tax Map Fee $200.00 
Prior Year Taxes $30,7575.85 
Current Year Taxes $1,548,341.37 
Interest $5,473.18 
Total $1,703,320.43 
Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to accept the Tax Collector’s report as submitted.   
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Streets and Roads - Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report. A dead tree in the 
Township’s right-of-way will be removed and not replaced. 

Road Foreman Macko asked about the replacement of the damaged guide rails from recent 
accidents. The insurance payment for the Statesville Quarry/Old Statesville Quarry Roads guide 
rail has been received; but the payment for Pelletown/Monroe Roads has not. 

It was the consensus of the Township Committee to only replace the Statesville Quarry/Old 
Statesville Quarry Roads guide rail at this time. When payment is received for the other guide 
rail, it will be replaced. 

EMS - Corcoran reported the EMS responded to 24 calls in May, with 11 of the calls being to 
group homes. 

Corcoran reported the PPE’s from FEMA has been received. 

Recreation - Corcoran reported Mrs. Pizzulo will prepare for the summer swim season. He is 
waiting for a response from the County Health Department regarding a decision of what 
problems would occur with reopening the pond if it were to be closed this year. 

High Point Regional High School - Hughes reported he participated in a conference call with 
the mayors of the municipalities in the High Point School district. The discussion included a 
petition being sent to the NJ Department of Education to move school voting of budgets and 
board members back to April. 

It is the consensus of the Township Committee to join the municipalities with filing a petition, as 
well as the Township sending a letter to the NJ DOE to appoint a representative and 
monitor/review budgets. 
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US Postal Service - Hughes reported the engineering for a facility in Lafayette has yet to be 
approved.  Work is continuing on this project. 

Farmer’s Market - Hughes reported the farmer’s market will open on Sunday, June 7, 2020. 

Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported he has been following up with emails and has yet to 
receive a response.  He is waiting to schedule a meeting. 

Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported the cost of the annual contract with The Land 
Conservancy was reduced. Members of OSAC have contacted Eston Garrison to discuss 
preserving his farm. 

The public hearing for the update to the Open Space and Recreation Plan will be held by the 
Land Use Board on June 18, 2020. 

Fire Department - Henderson reported he received a letter from the County dispatch center 
needing the fire department to designate their radio channels. This will be taken care of by the 
fire department. 

Correspondence 
a. From Open Space Advisory Committee  re: Open Space Referendum 
O’Leary explained the reason for the proposed ordinance. Motion by O’Leary, seconded by 
Bruning, to introduce the following Ordinance and set the public hearing date of July 8, 2020: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING A REFERENDUM BALLOT QUESTION REGARDING AN 
ADDITIONAL USE OF THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, 
AND FARMLAND, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND 

WHEREAS, Lafayette Township has previously approved the formation of an Open 
Space Advisory Committee that recommended Lafayette Township consider establishing a local 
Open Space Tax; and 

WHEREAS, the following public question was placed on the ballot for referendum at the 
general election on November 8, 2005 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.7: 

Shall the Township of Lafayette, County of Sussex adopt an Ordinance establishing a 
“Municipal Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund” which 
shall have, without limitation, the following provisions: 

1.	 The Municipal Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust 
Fund shall be funded through the imposition and collection of a tax, independent of the 
Township’s budget. The Open Space Trust Fund will be financed by an annual levy of 
between one ($0.01) and three ($0.03) cents per $100 of assessed valuation. The amount 
of the tax to be collected each year will rest within the discretion of the Township 
Committee. The Trust Fund revenue may be used for any or all of the following 
purposes: 

a.	 Acquisition of lands for conservation purposes; 
b.	 Acquisition of lands for recreation purposes; 
c.	 Acquisition of farmland for farmland preservation; 
d.	 Acquisition of historic properties and structures; 
e.	 Maintenance of lands for conservation purposes; 
f.	 Payment of debt service on indebtedness issued or incurred by the Township of Lafayette 

for any of the purposes set forth in subparagraphs (a) through (e) above. 
2.	 Lands acquired by the Township of Lafayette using revenue raised pursuant to this tax 

authorization shall be held in trust and shall be used exclusively for the purposes 
authorized under N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.1 et seq. 

3.	 A “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund” shall be created by the Township of Lafayette and shall be administered in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.1 et seq. 

4.	 Expenditures from the “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund” will remain in the discretion of the governing body of 
the Township of Lafayette after at least one public hearing is conducted thereon and 
projects selected shall be in accordance with the “Lafayette Open Space and Recreation 
Plan.” and 
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WHEREAS, a majority of the registered voters voting in the election affirmatively answered 
the aforesaid question; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee passed an Ordinance 2005-19 creating the "Lafayette 
Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund." for 
acquisition of lands and other purposes outlined in the referendum question pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40:12-15.7 as follows: 
SECTION ONE TRUST FUND FOR OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION 
A special bank account shall be opened and maintained by the Township of Lafayette known and 
designated as the “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund.” Funds collected by the Township as authorized by this referendum 
shall be deposited into this account. The said Fund shall be established and maintained as 
authorized by N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.7. Any funds so deposited shall be used exclusively for the 
purposes authorized by the voters of Lafayette. Any interest or other income earned on monies 
deposited into this account shall be credited to the fund to be used for the same purposes as the 
principal.    
SECTION TWO FUNDING OF THE OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 
The reserve for Open Space Acquisition shall be funded through the dedication to the fund of an 
amount of between .01 and .03 per $100.00 of assessed valuation of each annual tax levy 
commencing the year 2006. Discretion for the collection of this tax in accordance with these 
guidelines will remain within the discretion of the Township Committee. Intervivos gifts and 
testamentary bequests of funds paid to the Township of Lafayette and dedicated to the “Lafayette 
Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund” shall be 
added to the said fund and such funds expended in accordance with this Ordinance. Interest 
earned upon funds deposited within this account shall be added to the funds within this Trust 
Fund and are to be used exclusively for the same purpose as the principal. Said funds in this 
dedicated account may be utilized for any purpose set forth in the approved referendum as 
authorized by the Township Committee following the completion of at least one public hearing.   
SECTION THREE SALE OF PROPERTY 
Property which is acquired with the funds from this trust fund shall not be used for a purpose 
inconsistent with this Ordinance and shall not be leased or sold except upon authorization by the 
Township Committee and then only after the question of the sale or lease of such property has 
been acted upon by referendum of the registered voters of Lafayette Township in the manner set 
forth in N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.9. Where property is acquired in accordance with this Ordinance, 
restrictions upon the use, sale, or lease of such property shall be stated in a Deed to be recorded 
upon the title of such property setting forth in addition that the property was acquired with funds 
from the “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund” and; 

WHEREAS, the “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund" was established where the principal purpose was to acquire 
and preserve open space, recreation, farmland, and/or historic properties, and is currently 
codified at Lafayette Ordinance 2-14.1 et. seq.; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.7 (d) allows the governing body to submit to voters in a 
general or special election a proposition amending or supplementing a previously approved 
proposition regarding open space conservation, including adding purposes for which Open Space 
Funds may be expended; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:37-1 permits governing bodies to ascertain the sentiment of 
legal voters upon a question by submission of such question to a vote of the electors in the 
municipality at any election held therein, by adopting at a regular meeting an ordinance or 
resolution requesting that the County Clerk to print upon official ballots to be used at the next 
ensuing general election a proposition to be formulated and expressed in the Ordinance in 
concise form; provided the request shall be filed with the County Clerk not later than eight-one 
(81) days previous to the election.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Lafayette, County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1. The Lafayette Township Committee does hereby request that the following 
referendum question be forwarded to the Sussex County Clerk to be placed on the November 
2020 General Election Ballot: 

OPEN SPACE TRUST REFERENDUM 
Shall the Lafayette Township Committee adopt an Ordinance revising the permitted uses of the 
“Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust 
Fund", currently codified as Section 2-14.1 et. seq. of the Lafayette Township Code, to allow the 
“Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust 
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Fund" to be used not only for land acquisition, but also allow up to a maximum of 30% of the 
total “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund" (as of January 1 of each year) to be utilized for development of land acquired for 
recreation and conservation purposes as permitted at N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.7 (1)(b). “Development” 
is defined at N.J.S.A. 40:12-15.1 as “any improvement to land acquired for recreation and 
conservation purposes designed to expand and enhance its utilization for those purposes.” 
[ ] Yes 
[ ] No 

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT 
This proposal will revise the Township’s current Open Space Ordinance, Section 2-14.1 

et. seq. by allowing up to 30% of the balance of the “Lafayette Township Open Space, 
Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund" monies each year to be utilized 
for development of Open Space properties. Currently, the Township Code allows for “Lafayette 
Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund" monies 
to be utilized to acquire properties where the principal purpose of the acquisition is for 
preservation of open space, recreation, farmland, and/or historic properties. 

A “Yes” vote on this referendum question will mean that the voters desire that up to 30% 
of the “Lafayette Township Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation 
Trust Fund" may also be utilized for the development costs on Township preserved properties.  

Section 2. The Sussex County Clerk is hereby requested to print the Referendum and 
Interpretive Statement on the Official Ballot for the next General Election held in November 
2020. 

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance or the application of this 
Ordinance to any provision or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance shall 
not be affected and shall remain in full force and effect.    

Section 4. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions inconsistent 
or in opposition to the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed in their entirety.  

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect after the final passage and 
publication as required by law. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

b. Byram Township, Franklin& Stanhope Boroughs to Gov. Murphy re: Opening Businesses 
c. Sussex Borough to Gov. Murphy  re: 2020/2021 School Budget Intervention 

Vouchers 
American Wear 223.80 
Amerigas-Chester 80.70 
Banisch Associates, Inc. 1,087.20 
Bergey’s, Inc. 230.78 
Campbell Supply Company of Sussex County 31.79 
CenturyLink 643.41 
Griffth-Allied Trucking 607.49 
High Point Regional High School 159,490.00 
JPMonzo Municipal Consulting, LLC 50.00 
Laddey, Clark & Ryan, LLP 1,581.00 
Lafayette Twp. Board of Education 312,500.00 
M. Wand, Ltd. 8,186.09 
MGL Printing Solutions 234.00 
Montague Tool & Supply Co. 111.72 
Morris Asphalt Supply, LLC 315.44 
ND Engineering, LLC 9,985.00 
Nisivoccia & Company, LLP 5,050.00 
Opdyke’s Sales & Service 574.28 
Staples Business Advantage 113.37 
Sussex County Clerk 8.00 
Sussex County Clerk 8.00 
Sussex County Municipal Utilities Authority 250.00 
Syncb/Amazon 761.06 
Times Herald Record 221.46 
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC 1,202.50 
Verizon Wireless 272.53 
William Macko 140.00 
Wingle Supply Company, Inc. 330.90 
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Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried by 

roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Old Business
 
Skagg Lawn Mower Spending Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the public hearing for 

the following Ordinance:
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW
 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A SKAGG LAWN MOWER AND ALL
 
RELATED APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $8,800.00 FROM THE OPEN
 
SPACE TRUST FUND
 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.  

Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the Skagg Lawn Mower Spending Ordinance.
 

In discussion, O’Leary noted this lawn mower would be primarily used to maintain open space
 
property.
 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Utility Tractor Spending Ordinance - Mayor Henderson opened the public hearing for the
 
following Ordinance:
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW
 
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A JOHN DEERE UTILITY TRACTOR 

WITH A SIDE-MOUNTED FLAIL MOWER AND ALL RELATED APPURTENANCES
 
AND APPROPRIATING $72,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.  

Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the Utility Tractor Spending Ordinance.
 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Improvements to Roads Spending Ordinance - Mayor Henderson open the public hearing for 

the following Ordinance:
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW 

JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR ENGINEERING AND ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR THE
 
IMPROVEMENTS TO VARIOUS ROADS AND APPROPRIATING $60,000.00 FROM THE
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND – IMPROVEMENTS TO ROADS
 
With there being no comments from the public, Mayor Henderson closed the public hearing.  

Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the Improvements to Roads Spending 

Ordinance. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-
yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Skagg Lawn Mower Purchase - Motion by Bruning, seconded by O’Leary, to authorize the
 
purchase of a Skagg lawn mower at a cost not to exceed $8,800.00. Motion carried by roll call
 
vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Utility Tractor Purchase - Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to authorize the purchase
 
of a John Deere utility tractor at a cost not to exceed $71,249.34. Motion carried by roll call 

vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes.
 

Lafayette Amateur Athletics (LAA) - Bruning asked about the Township’s contribution to the
 
LAA. O’Leary reported they are requesting half of what has been given by the Township in the
 
past.
 

O’Leary reported the LAA will pay for a new net for the ball field on Route 15. A 100’ x 25’ 

has been ordered.
 

New Business
 
Annual Audit Resolution - Motion by Corcoran, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the following 

Resolution:
 

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have 

made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and 
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WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2019 has been filed by a Registered 
Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has 
been received by each member of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation 
requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local 
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, 
as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations”; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a 
minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically sections of the Annual Audit entitled 
“Comments and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing 
body attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no 
later than forty-five (45) days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; 
and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized 
themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of 
New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local 
Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty 
provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit: 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date 
fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the Director of Local 
Government Services, under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilt of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one (1) year, or both, in addition shall forfeit 
his office. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the 

Township of Lafayette, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does
 
hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show
 
evidence of said compliance.
 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 

Henderson-yes.
 

Corrective Action Plan Resolution - Motion by Bruning seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the 
following Resolution: 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR THE 2019 AUDIT 
WHEREAS, Local Finance Notice 97-16 requires the Chief Financial Officer, with 

assistance from other officials affected by the audit recommendations, to prepare and submit a 
Corrective Action Plan for approval by the governing body within 60 days from the date the 
audit is received by the governing body;  and the 2019 Audit was received on May 11, 2020. 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, that the following Corrective Action Plan, dated May 14, 2020 be 
approved, placed on file in the Clerk’s Office and submitted by the Clerk to the Division of 
Local Government Services. Copies of this Resolution will be forwarded to the Township 
Auditor and Chief Financial Officer for their records. 

As required by Local Finance Notice 97-16,
 
Respectfully submitted by
 

Toni Grisaffi, Chief Financial Officer
 
Finding 2019-1 
Description:	 Consideration is given to providing for a more adequate segregation of 

duties with respect to the recording and treasury functions. 
Analysis: The Township Committee is aware that the State recommends segregation 

of duties with respect to the recording and treasury functions.  
Corrective Action: It was determined that due to limited staffing no resolution can be made at 

this time. The Township Committee will continue to monitor this 
situation and will make any necessary changes when/if staffing permits. 

Comments & Recommendations 
Description:	 Extra care be taken to ensure that the correct amount of employee health 

benefit contributions is withheld each pay period. 
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Analysis: Health benefits deductions had been calculated using a 26 pay periods 
rather than a 24 pay periods. 

Corrective Action: 2020 deduction calculations were checked for accuracy and necessary 
corrections made. 

Implementation Date: Immediate. 
Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, 
Henderson-yes. 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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