
       

 
 

      
 

 
   

 
 

   
 

    
     
     
     
     
 

       
 

 
     

 
 

         
 

 
        

           
 

 
  

 
          

 
 

         
 

 
       

             
 

 
       

 
 

      
 

 
     

      
 

 
           

 
 

       
                

 
 

          
 

 

November 17, 2020 

The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Lafayette Township Committee was held on Tuesday, November 
17, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. in the Lafayette Township Fire House, 126 Route 15, Lafayette, NJ. 

Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Committeemen Hughes, Corcoran, Bruning, 
O’Leary 

Members Absent None 

Also Present: Clerk Fedish, CFO Grisaffi, Road Foreman Macko 
Thomas Branch, Stavola Beaver Run Quarry 
Sgt. Ryan Donnelly, NJ State Police Station Commander 
Officer Grey, Sussex County Sheriff’s Officer 
Bill Koppenaal, Sussex County Engineer 

Mayor Henderson opened the meeting stating that it was being held in compliance with Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. 

Minutes - None 

Stavola Beaver Run Quarry 
Jackie Quoma, 235 Beaver Run Road, gave the quarry representatives a copy of the Township’s 
noise/nuisance ordinance.  She said she hopes the road will become safe again. 

David Podmayersky, 194 Beaver Run Road, feels the drivers are creating a dangerous situation; and he 
feels the speed limit of 45mph was not intended for the amount of trucks. Mr. Podmayersky said there 
was a near accident at the Pelletown Road intersection; and the driver only blew the air horn. 

Mr. Podmayersky feels the quarry should limit hours and open later than 7:00am. 

Craig Mahon, 218 Beaver Run Road, feels the speed limit of 45mph is too fast as the trucks are going 
faster. 

Harry Gomez, 251 Beaver Run Road, said his house is covered with dirt and dust; and the trucks are not 
covered. 

Robyn Podmayersyky, 194 Beaver Run Road, said a truck driver almost hit a person walking; and she is 
concerned about everyone’s safety. There are little children in the area; and she feels the speeding is out 
of control. 

Cheryl Cantagallo, 73 Beaver Run Road, feels the trucks should go out to Route 94 as they can, also, 
access Routes 15 and 23.  She feels the trucks are going too fast. 

David Platz, 39 Beaver Run Road, runs in the morning and has seen trucks pass each other and take up 
the entire road.  He feels the road was not made for the amount of trucks that are using it. 

Lillian Theune, 55 Pelletown Road, has lived in her house approximately 25 years and has been out for 
many accidents. She suggested making the intersection of Beaver Run and Pelletown roads a four (4) 
way stop. 

Bob Taylor, 77 Beaver Run Road, said his driveway is on a curve; and he pulls a horse trailer. He makes 
sure he has room; but the trucks go by at a fast speed. 

Barbara Platz, 39 Beaver Run Road, lives near Route 15 and must keep her windows closed because of 
the noise. She is cleaning the windows often because of the dust. Her recent count of the trucks is 
approximately 30 trucks per minute. 

Joe Farischon, 63 Beaver Run Road, has seen a few close calls regarding accidents; and the trucks are 
going on local roads.  Mr. Farischon feels the drivers are paid per load and go as fast as possible. 
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Tom Branch, Stavola, said the company wants to be good neighbors. They have received many calls in 
September and opened the gates earlier to keep the trucks off the road. However, this increased the 
problem.  The gates now open at 7:00am; and most trucks come at that time. 

Regarding the dirt on the road, Mr. Branch explained the company is constructing a new driveway and 
will pave a portion of it to clean the mud from the truck tires.  This area will be swept often. 

Mr. Branch noted the speed on a road at another quarry was reduced; and this seemed to help the problem. 

Sgt. Ryan Donnelly, NJ State Police, Sussex Barracks Commander, explained he does not have a lot of 
manpower to cover 13 towns in the county; but has sent a trooper out on some mornings. The troopers 
have not recorded high speeds; however, word travels between truck drivers when an officer is seen. 

Sgt. Donnelly said a trooper’s report that encompassed two and a half (2-1/2) months shows 31 
inspections in which three (3) drivers and eight (8) trucks were put out of service and 88 violations were 
written. 

Officer Grey, Sussex County Sheriff’s Officer, said they have limited time but do patrol the area. He said 
truck drivers do talk to each other; and they slow down. 

Bill Koppenaal, Sussex County Engineer, said office personnel have spoken with a few residents. The 
posted speed has been verified and correctly exists at this time. Traffic counters have been used to 
reevaluate the existing speed on Beaver Run Road.  He explained the process further. 

Mr. Koppenaal said the NJ Department of Transportation (NJDOT) is involved when commercial traffic 
is involved; and a lot of documentation is required for a study.  The County cannot direct traffic to 94. 

Mr. Koppenaal said at the latest inspection of the intersection of Beaver Run and Pelletown Roads, a four 
(4) way stop was not found to be warranted. 

Ms. Quoma noted the Township school is on Beaver Run Road; and she cannot get out of her driveway 
with all of the truck traffic.  She asked that something be done before a fatality happens. 

Mr. Koppenaal has two (2) engineers working on this issue. 

Eric Koeller, 12 Beaver Run Road, said the County has not spoken to residents about this issue. 

Michelle Tagliabue, 266 Beaver Run Road, said it is dangerous to get onto Beaver Run Road from Day 
Road. 

Mr. Branch said the company is doing its best to inform the drivers of road speeds and restrictions. 

Ms. Quoma said the trucks are not covered. Mr. Branch noted they are required to be and will look into 
this issue. 

Joe Ciancitto, 121 Beaver Run Road, asked why there is a great increase in truck traffic. Mr. Branch said 
he couldn’t explain the increase. However, this type of business is an as needed business; and they do 
deliver stone to themselves from their other quarries. Mr. Branch said approximately 70-100 trucks are 
their contractors.  Large jobs were picked up; however, they will be completed soon. 

Wil Jiroux, 175 Statesville Quarry Road, asked Mr. Koppenaal about the safety of turning left onto Route 
15 from Beaver Run Road as it takes time for a truck to get onto Route 15 because of the hill. 

Mr. Koppenaal feels the Route 94 intersection would be a better choice; however, the County cannot 
control a left onto Route 15 as it is a superior road.  The NJDOT would need to be involved. 

Mr. Jiroux feels the State will do too many studies that will take a long time. He said many trucks cross 
the double yellow line when traveling; and some trucks do not have contact information. 

Joe Ciancitto said the turn onto Route 15 is not easy to make. He said Ice Plant Road does not have a hill; 
however, it is a local road. 
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Committeeman O’Leary noted Ice Plant Road is the only local road allowed for trucks because of the 
safety issue. 

Cynthia Koeller, 12 Beaver Run Road, is in a 35mph area of Beaver Run Road; and approximately only 
two (2) of 30 trucks were doing the speed limit coming off of Route 15. 

Todd Schmidt, 120 Beaver Run Road, said there is a great increase in noise as truck drivers beep hello to 
each other. He said speed is an issue when the truck is fully loaded. Mr. Schmidt feels Ice Plant Road 
should be made a four (4) ton limit road to make the trucks go left out of the quarry towards Route 94. 

Cheryl Cantagallo said little children ride the school bus and drivers cannot stop if they are loaded. 

Harry Gomez said houses are shaking because of the blasting at the quarry. 

Jackie Quoma has called the State Police because her house shook violently. 

Tom Branch said blasting is done in different areas and is monitored by the State. 

Lillian Theune asked about a resident area being 25 mph. Mr. Koppenaal said it is 25mph if a speed 
study was not done. A study was done for Beaver Run Road in the 1980’s and feels it could be reduced to 
40mph.  Mr. Koppenaal has received requests to study the road and has been collecting data. 

With there being no further comments from the public, Mayor Henderson thanked everyone for attending 
the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report Cash Report for October 2020 
Cash Balances as of September 30, 2020 $3,387,635.99 
Cash Receipts for October 2020 $1,826,143.92 
Total $5,213,779.91 
Cash Disbursements for October 2020 $1,587,992.12 
Cash Balances as of October 31, 2020 $3,625,787.79 
Account Balances as of October 31, 2020 
Current – Checking $1,188,335.87 
Capital – Checking $1,649,500.40 
Escrow – Checking $95,638.71 
COAH - Developers Fees $34,369.12 
COAH - Rehab Reserves $29,897.15 
Open Space Municipal Tax $187,894.33 
Snow Trust $34,437.92 
Environmental Contingencies $0.00 
Trust Accounts for Developers Agreement $378,502.40 
Special Rec. – Checking $6,294.50 
Special Donations $7,546.98 
Fire Prevention $12,450.13 
Green Acres Trust $530.04 
Dog Trust Account $390.24 
Total Account Balance $3,625,787.79 
Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to accept the Treasurer’s Reports as submitted. Motion 
carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Committee Reports 
Streets and Roads - Bruning reviewed the Road Foreman’s report. Motion by Bruning, seconded by 
Corcoran, to purchase the Cat loader at a cost of $146,934. 

In discussion, Hughes noted a large truck is expected to be replaced next year; and the total cost needs to 
be raised in the 2021 budget as this purchase depletes the line item. 

Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

US Postal Service - Hughes reported a final determination letter has not been issued at this time as sites 
are being inspected.  The postal service estimates a six (6) to twelve (12) month operational time table. 

11.17.2020 TC Mins. Page 3 of 7 

http:3,625,787.79
http:12,450.13
http:7,546.98
http:6,294.50
http:378,502.40
http:34,437.92
http:187,894.33
http:29,897.15
http:34,369.12
http:95,638.71
http:1,649,500.40
http:1,188,335.87
http:3,625,787.79
http:1,587,992.12
http:5,213,779.91
http:1,826,143.92
http:3,387,635.99


       

     
 

     
 

           
 

 
              

 
 

             
            
          

      
         

 
 

             
 

 
             

          
 

 
           

 
 

          
         

 
 

 
 

     
 

         
        

       
 

          
 

         
      

 
           

 
            

 
 

 
               

               
 

 
     

 
        

       
 

 
              

 

Elizabethtown Gas - Hughes reported the process is continuing. 

Sidewalk Grant - Hughes reported the Township is waiting for reimbursement. 

Emergency Management - Hughes reported the plan is to be submitted shortly. He discussed the 
recent power outage at the group home on Route 94. 

Stormwater Management - Hughes reported there will be changes in 2021; and the ordinance needs to 
be amended.  He will pursue this issue with the Township Engineer. 

Open Space (OSAC) - O’Leary reported the referendum on this year’s ballot was approved by the 
Township voters. This allows the use of the Open Space trust for development. He reviewed the October 
27, 2020 meeting. A recommendation was made that the Mayor be authorized to sign the 2021 agreement 
with The Land Conservancy. Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to authorize the Mayor to sign 
the 2021 agreement with The Land Conservancy. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, 
Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Open Construction Permits - Bruning reported the Construction Official will generate a report for the 
past five (5) years. 

Meadows Road Group Home - O’Leary reported he has been in contact with the State and director of 
the home. He and Mayor Henderson participated in a Board of Education meeting; and a follow up 
meeting will be scheduled for December 2, 2020. 

O’Leary was advised the child has no past violent history. The child is autistic and just wants to go back 
to school. 

Recreation Commission - Corcoran reported a representative from the Ben Schaffer Company 
inspected the park and suggested an existing support on the slide be replaced. Four (4) new eight (8’) foot 
picnic tables are recommended for the new pavilion. 

Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to spend $5,946.02 on park improvements. 

Discussion ensued regarding the financing of this project. Motion by Corcoran, seconded by O’Leary, to 
introduce the following Ordinance and set the public hearing date of December 1, 2020: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY, 
PROVIDING FOR NEW IMPROVEMENTS AT LAFAYETTE PARK AND RELATED 
APPURTENANCES AND APPROPRIATING $6,000.00 AVAILABLE IN THE CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, County of Sussex, 
New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1. The funding for new improvements at Lafayette Park and related Appurtenances is 
hereby authorized and the cost is not to exceed $6,000.00 which sum is hereby appropriated for such 
purposes. 

Section 2. The total amount of $6,000.00 is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement 
Fund. 

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication of notice of final adoption as 
provided by law. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Flags on Route 15 Fence - Corcoran feels the flags on the fence at Lafayette Park on Route 15 should 
be lit from dusk to dawn. Hughes noted respect is being shown; and the flags are treated the same as if in 
a cemetery. 

Fire Department - Henderson reported the Fire Department responded to eight (8) calls in October. 

Motion by Henderson, seconded by Corcoran, to approve Andrew Burde as a new, full member of the 
Fire Department. Motion carried by roll call vote: Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-
yes, Henderson-yes. 

Joint Municipal Court - Henderson reported a new agreement is being finalized; and there will be a 
cost savings of $15,000.00. 

11.17.2020 TC Mins. Page 4 of 7 

http:15,000.00
http:6,000.00
http:6,000.00
http:6,000.00
http:5,946.02


       

 
               

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
             
            

         
            

           
            

           
            

            
            

            
              

               
         

              
                

             
            

                
           

            
           
              

        
            

        
 

 
 

         
 

           
  

           
           

  
        
     
      

 
      
      

       
    

            
  

              
  

   
 

 

COVID Update - Henderson reported he was on a recent Mayor’s call. At this time, the Atlantic Health 
System is not dire need; and the hospitals are in good condition. 

Correspondence 
a. From Richard VanderPloeg  re: Stavola Erosion Control 
b. Sussex County Freeholders Resolution  re: Oppose Pro-Abortion/Pro-Sex Trafficking 
c. From Perform Care  re: NJ Mentor 

Vouchers 
American Traffic & Street Sign Co. 119.95 
American Wear 405.70 
Braen Royalty, LLC 3,289.71 
Central Jersey Equipment, LLC 173.20 
Elizabethtown Gas 182.77 
Firefighter 1 172.00 
Griffith-Allied Trucking 711.11 
JCP&L 823.98 
Kimball-Midwest 37.57 
Lafayette Auto Parts Supply, LLC 190.25 
MacMillan Oil Co. of Allentown 960.00 
MGL Printing Solutions 98.00 
Montague Tool & Supply Co. 45.00 
Nationwide Truck Repair Center, Inc. 4,836.00 
NJ State League of Municipalities 45.00 
ReadyRefresh by Nestle 9.00 
Ronetco Supermarkets, Inc. 39.99 
Royal Pontiac-Buick-GMC 39.90 
Service Electric Cable TV of NJ, Inc. 21.95 
Staples Business Advantage 149.58 
Time Herald Record 204.30 
TruGreen Commercial 566.50 
Universal Supply Group, Inc. 44.64 
Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC 3,427.50 
Weldon Quarry Co., LLC 168.33 
Motion by Hughes, seconded by Corcoran, to pay the bills on the Bills List. Motion carried by roll call 
vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Old Business
 
Amend Chapter VII-7A-5 – Traffic Schedule Ordinance - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Hughes, 

to introduce the following Ordinance and set the public hearing date of December 1, 2020:
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER VII, 7A-5 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES
 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LAFAYETTE, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC SCHEDULES”
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette that Chapter VII, 
7A-5 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Lafayette, being Traffic Schedules, shall be 
and is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 1. 7A-5  - Schedule V: Trucks Over Four Tons – adding: 
Name of Street Side Location 
Fiddlers Way Both From Sparta Township line to Sparta Township 

Line 
McCloud Lane Both From Sparta Township line to Violet Trail 
Violet Trail Both Entire length 
Section 2. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be 

declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such 
provision(s) shall be deemed severable and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect. 

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions that are inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage according to law. 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 
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COVID Grant - With COVID cases increasing, O’Leary suggested the purchase of a ZOOM 

subscription for hearings.  This will be pursued.
 

Lafayette Twp. Board of Education - O’Leary reported the referendum question to reduce the number 

of Lafayette Twp. Board of Education member from nine (9) to seven (7) passed by the voters.
 

Meadows Road Guide Rail - Bruning feels the Township should not spend taxpayers’ money on a
 
small portion of guide rail. Hughes noted there are other higher priority safety issues that need to be
 
completed.
 

Zoning Reports - Bruning requested reports be submitted by the Zoning Officer. O’Leary will pursue
 
this issue.
 

New Business
 
Transfers Resolution - Motion by Bruning, seconded by Hughes, to adopt the following Resolution:
 

RESOLUTION 2020-44 
WHEREAS, there is a need for adjustments to the 2020 municipal budget appropriations; and 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:4-59 permits that all unexpended balances carried forward after the close 

of the fiscal year are available, until lapsed at the close of the succeeding year, to meet specific claims, 
commitments or contracts incurred. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Lafayette that the following transfers be made in the amounts so noted: 

From Amount To Amount 
General Admin - Newsletter $3,020.00 Clerk – Codification of Ordinances $3,000.00 
Group Insurance $1,300.00 Website Development & Maint. $100.00 
General Liability Insurance $3,000.00 Tax Collection O&E $1,300.00 

Legal Services & Costs $2,400.00 
Zoning S&W $310.00 
Street Lighting $100.00 
DCRP $110.00 

Total Transfers $7,320.00 
Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Cancel Old Ordinances Resolution - Motion by O’Leary, seconded by Corcoran, to adopt the 
following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2020-45 
WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement appropriation balances remain dedicated to 

projects now completed; and 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended balances may 

be returned to each respective Capital Improvement Fund or credited to Surplus, and unused debt 
authorizations may be canceled. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Lafayette, New Jersey, that the following unexpended and dedicated balances of the General Capital 
Appropriations be canceled in the following manner: 

Be canceled to the Capital Improvement Fund: 
Date Project Description Amount Canceled 
2018 2018-15 – Mason Truck $ 487.00 
2018 2018-26 – Turnout Gear $ 300.00 
2020 2020-08 – DPW A/C $ 800.00 
Total Improvements Canceled $1,587.00 

Motion carried by roll call vote:  Hughes-yes, Corcoran-yes, Bruning-yes, O’Leary-yes, Henderson-yes. 

Municipal Parking Lot (111 Rt. 15) - O’Leary reported he has spoken to the Township Attorney 
regarding permitting of the cars to park in the lot as the Township maintains the lot. Bruning does not feel 
there should be a charge as people have no area to park. Hughes feels a nominal fee would be helpful to 
keep track of the cars in the lot. 

Lafayette School Tree Lighting - Henderson reported the annual Christmas Tree Lighting will not be 
held this year.  They are meeting to decide on a drive through lighting. 
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Audience Dana Gall, 21 Cedar Ridge Road, thanked the Committee for helping with the group home 
on Meadows Road.  She said her children were on the school bus at the time and were traumatized. 

Mrs. Gall feels for the child but action should be taken as this was unacceptable with supervision at the 
home being lax.  She said this is not the first incident. 

O’Leary noted the Township cannot fine the home as it is under State regulations. 

Mrs. Gall is very concerned and feels this must be followed up as it is a dangerous issue. She indicated 
three (3) or four (4) times since September a resident has gotten away from the home and has hidden in a 
neighbor’s yard. 

Hughes explained the Township is aware of the situation and is handling it like other group homes. The 
same protocols are being followed; and expectations are being stated. O’Leary said the Township is 
being as vigilant as possible and will continue until it is resolved. 

Adjournment 
With there being no further business, motion by Bruning, seconded by Corcoran, to adjourn the meeting.    
Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 

ANNA ROSE FEDISH, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
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