
Amd Chap 7-Traffic Penalties Ord 26-11  Page 1 of 2 

LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP  
SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY  

 
ORDINANCE 2026-11 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 7, “TRAFFIC”, TO REPEAL AND REPLACE 

SECTION 7-12 TO ALLOW FOR ENHANCED TRAFFIC PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN 

TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS TO SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS ONGOING OPERATION OF 

VEHICLES OVER FOUR TONS ON LOCAL MUNICIPAL ROADS 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of Lafayette has identified an increased 

number of vehicles being operated on local municipal roads posted with signage limiting truck 

traffic to a maximum of four tons and have received ongoing complaints from residents, township 

officials and township employees about the said operation of such vehicles on such posted local 

roads; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lafayette governing body has recognized that ongoing 

operation of vehicles on local roads weighing in excess of four tons causes significant premature 

deterioration of the Township assets that the Township has an obligation to maintain causing 

financial strain on the annual local budget line item targeted for road improvements and 

maintenance; and 

 

WHEREAS, Lafayette Township recognizes that New Jersey law allows governing bodies 

including municipalities to exclude certain truck traffic having a total combined gross weight of 

vehicle plus load in excess of four (4) tons from operating on designated local roads per N.J.S.A. 

40:67-16.1; and 

 

WHEREAS, Lafayette Township recognizes that operation of a quarry in the extractive 

industry zone in the Township and other quarry businesses located in nearby neighboring towns 

has significantly increased the presence of truck traffic in the Township and neighboring towns 

and that often the operators of vehicles, whether loaded or unloaded, are ignoring the posted 

signage on Lafayette local roads that disallow such traffic on certain roads per Section 7-4.1 

identified on Schedule V of Chapter 7A, Traffic Schedules, Section 7A-5; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 7-12 addresses the penalties of all violations of Chapter 7 entitled 

Traffic including violations of Section 7-4.1 in the same manner, specifically a fine of not less than 

$150 or more than $500 or imprisonment for a term not to exceeding 15 days or both; and 

  

WHEREAS, the governing body deems it necessary to create an enhanced penalty 

specifically to address the increasing and ongoing violations of Section 7-4.1 in light of the 

increase of truck traffic in the Township and neighboring towns that can be partially attributed to 

quarry activities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey statutes allow for Municipalities and Counties to 

establish fines and penalties for violations of certain truck route ordinances that are properly 

adopted by local Ordinance in line with N.J.S.A. 40:67-16.1 and posted with signage which allow 

for significantly higher fines that a municipality may include in their local ordinance of between 

$2,500 and $3,000 for a first offense subject to the municipalities discretion; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body has researched the average fines and penalties that New 

Jersey municipalities include in their local ordinance governing truck traffic on local roads and 

having determined that they average between a low of $65.00 to $500 per offense, but believe 

since the problem is more problematic in Lafayette due to quarry operations and apparent 

disregard of truckers to adhere to the truck traffic prohibitions in Lafayette Township and 
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considering the State of New Jersey allows for significantly higher fines for a first offense as 

outlined above; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of Lafayette Township has discussed the appropriate 

financial penalty for violations of the local Ordinance need to be increased to provide a deterrent 

to commercial trucks using the Township local road system instead of using County or State Road 

infrastructure beyond the uniform penalty structure governing the entire Ordinance entitled 

Chapter 7 Traffic offenses; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that a violation of Section 7-4.1 

merits a penalty of $350.00 for the first offense along with the imprisonment term already 

imposed of a maximum of fifteen (15) days; and a penalty of $750 for a second offense within the 

township within ten (10) years of the first conviction including the potential of the fifteen (15) day 

term of imprisonment; and thereafter a $2,500.00  penalty for a third and any subsequent offence 

within ten (10) years of the first offense including the potential of a fifteen (15) day imprisonment. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Lafayette as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Sectio 7-12 shall be repealed and replaced as follows: 

Unless another penalty is expressly provided by New Jersey Statute, every person 
convicted of a violation of a provision of this ordinance or any supplement thereto shall be liable 
to a penalty of not less than $150 or more than $500 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
15 days or both with the exception of a violation of Section 7-4.1. 
 

Every person convicted of a violation of Section 7-4.1 shall be liable to a penalty of $350.00 

for the first offense along with the imprisonment term already imposed above of a maximum of 

fifteen (15) days; and a penalty of $750 for a second offense within the township within ten (10) 

years of the first conviction including the potential of the fifteen (15) day term of imprisonment; 

and thereafter a $2,500.00  penalty for a third and any subsequent offence within ten (10) years 

of the first offense including the potential of a fifteen (15) day imprisonment. 

 

Section 2. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be 
declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such 
provision(s) shall be deemed severable and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain 
in full force and effect.  
 

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions that are inconsistent with 

the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  

 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage according to law.   

 

 

NOTICE 

TAKE NOTICE the above-entitled Ordinance was introduced and passed at first reading by the 

Lafayette Township Committee at a meeting held on May 19, 2026 and after publication and a 

public hearing was finally adopted by the Lafayette Township Committee at a meeting held on 

June 3, 2026. 

 

 

Mayor: 

 

 

Municipal Clerk: 


