LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP
SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2026-19

An Ordinance Revising Chapter 13 Entitled “Zoning”, Of The Revised General Ordinances Of
The Township Of Lafayette, New Jersey, Adding “Bed And Breakfast” As A Permitted
Conditional Use Within The R-5.0, R-4.0 And R-2.5 Residential Districts At Ordinance 13.8.2(l)
And As A Permitted Conditional Use Within The Vc Village Commercial District At Ordinance
13-11.2(1) And Adding Conditional Use Standards At Ordinance 13-14(B)11 Pursuant To
Recommendation Of The Lafayette Township Land Use Board Reexamination Report Adopted
June 25, 2026

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette in the County of Sussex
acknowledges that the rural and scenic character and historical significance of the Township and
surrounding communities entice visitors and promotes tourism, and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette in the County of Sussex further
recognizes that there are limited opportunities in the area to accommodate tourists desiring
short term overnight lodging, and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan of Lafayette Township sets forth the vision for future development in
the Township that includes retaining its character as a small rural town and at the same time
continuing to thrive as an active livable community while maintaining a positive economic
climate; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette in the County of Sussex
recognizes that Bed and Breakfast establishments provide an opportunity to enhance the choice
of goods and services available within the Township and can promote tourism including seasonal
agritourism, and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette in the County of Sussex has
reviewed the Major Problems and Objectives section of the Reexamination Report adopted by
the Lafayette Land Use Board on June 25, 2026 along with the Recommendations for Master Plan
and development changes section of the aforesaid Report that recommends that Bed and
Breakfast be considered as a permitted conditional use in certain zoning districts,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette,
Chapter 13 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Lafayette, being “Zoning”, shall
be revised to include “Bed and Breakfast” establishments as a permitted conditional use within
the R-5, R-4.0 and 2.5 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS and the VC VILLAGE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT. The
changes are as follows:

SECTION 1. Ordinance 13-8.2 Conditional Uses Permitted
(i) Bed and Breakfast in accordance with Section 13-14(b)11.
SECTION 2. Ordinance 13-11.2 Conditional Uses Permitted
(i) Bed and Breakfast in accordance with Section 13-14(b)11.
SECTION 3. Ordinance 13-14 REGULATIONS GOVERNING CONDITIONAL USES.
(b) Specific Conditions for Conditional Uses.
(11) Bed and Breakfast in the R-5, R-4, 2.5 and VC zones only
(a) The detached single-family residence shall be owner-occupied and managed.
(b) Maximum four guest rooms for lodging.

(c) Maximum of eight overnight guests including children over the age of six.
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(d) A meal to guests in the forenoon of each day shall be the only food service
available to guests other than afternoon tea or light snacks or beverages that may
be made available to guests in a common area. No cooking or smoking shall be
permitted within any guest rooms, nor shall any bed and breakfast establishment
operate as a restaurant open to the general public.

(e) Food and lodging are to be included in one stated price.

(f) Minimum distance of 300 feet shall be maintained between a Bed and Breakfast
and any off-site residential dwelling in the R-4 and R-5 zones.

(g) Three parking spaces must be provided for the owner/residents in addition to
one space per guest room. All parking for the bed-and-breakfast must be provided
on-site without impeding access for fire trucks, ambulances and other emergency
service vehicles. No automobile or any other motor vehicle of any nature
permitted in residential zones shall be parked or left standing on residential
premises unless it shall be parked within a garage or other lawful structure or left
standing on a driveway. No parking shall be permitted on lawns or other unpaved
areas on residential lots, with the exception of approved gravel parking areas.

(h) All bed-and-breakfast establishments shall register with the Township annually,
and apply for an initial license to operate such an establishment at a cost of $250,
with annual license renewal fees of $100, on a form provided by the
Township. Inspections from the Housing/Zoning and Fire Prevention departments
must be completed with payment of all fees for said inspections and the owner-
operator must follow State fire and health codes for public lodging and food
service.

(i) The lot size shall meet the minimum required for the zoning district and any
building used for a bed-and-breakfast shall meet the minimum setback
requirements of the zoning district.

(j) Maximum occupancy for a period of thirty (30) or less consecutive days, up to
a cumulative total period of not to exceed one hundred eighty (180) days in a
calendar year.

(k) Compliance with the Lafayette Business, Rental and Multi-Family Municipal
Insurance Registration process required pursuant to Ordinance 3-13 and
N.J.S.A.40A:10A-1.

SECTION 4. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance be
declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such
provision(s) shall be deemed severable, and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain
in full force and effect.

SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions that are inconsistent with the
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage according to law.

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE that the above-entitled Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the
Township Committee of the Township of Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey held on August 4,
2026 and will be considered for final passage after public hearing at a regular meeting of the
Township Committee to be held on September 1, 2026 at 7:00 pm in the Municipal Building, 33
Morris Farm Road, Lafayette, NJ. ANNAROSE FEDISH, RMC / Municipal Clerk
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